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When confronted with 100 miles of utility right-
of-way (ROW) that need to be evaluated for 
cultural resources, why not just rely upon 
predictive modeling, historic maps and 
research into state files on recorded cultural 
resources? To be sure, research, maps and 
predictive models have their role in such an 
undertaking, and they are employed in 
identifying known resources and evaluating 
landforms for areas of sensitivity.



The value of physically walking 100 miles of ROW 
becomes apparent in a state like New Hampshire. 
Rugged terrain, unpredictable micro-niches and 
data limitations with respect to historic maps and 
recorded resources are all considerations to move 
from the comfort of a computer to hiking the 
ROW on foot.

Well, what does 100 miles of ROW look like? Here 
are a just a few of those miles:











What does one find in 100 miles of ROW? 
Over 50 unreported archaeological sites were 
identified. About half of those sites were not 
present on historic maps. Some of those sites, 
including rock shelters, occur in areas that 
would not have been considered 
archaeologically sensitive, yet they are 
physically visible to the trained eye and in 
many cases obvious to most anyone. Let’s take 
a look at a few!





Here we have a breached dam from a 
nineteenth century mill site. Such sites were 
often shown on historic maps, but the earlier 
the mill, the shorter it’s use or the more remote 
its location, the more likely it was not recorded 
on historic maps.





Here we have a nineteenth-century barn 
foundation. While residences are often depicted 
on historic maps, barns and outbuildings are 
often not shown.





Here we have a nineteenth-century house site 
with a cellar hole and a chimney base. This 
residence was present on historic maps. But as 
with mill sites, early residences with shorter 
occupations or remote locations often do not 
show on historic maps.





Small family cemeteries may be known to locals, 
but they may not be recorded in the town or 
State Historic Preservation Office records.





Although this looks straight out of an Indiana 
Jones movie, it is actually an 1840s railroad 
culvert under a now abandoned section of 
historic railroad. Abandoned railroads are a 
cultural resource and often have other related 
sites along them.





Stone piles or stone stacks are another cultural 
resource, often of unclear age or cultural 
affiliation. We have identified some associated 
with later nineteenth century domestic or farm-
related refuse, others with colonial-era Native 
American artifacts. They vary by size, 
construction and function. They do not occur on 
historic maps and cannot be predicted as to 
where they may occur.





Then of course, there is the need to 
archaeologically test areas of cultural sensitivity. 
That is how most ancient Native American sites 
are found.





Somewhere in the above set of photos is hidden 
an ancient Native American site that was 
repeatedly occupied for over 2,000 years. We 
considered the location to be highly sensitive for 
just such a site based on soil data, landform and 
a few surface finds. But without testing we could 
not have known just what we would find under 
the ground.
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