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For over two decades, Commonwealth Heritage Group, Inc. (Commonwealth) has been providing contracted services to the USDA
Forest Service (FS), Lake States national forests. These include the Chequamegon-Nicolet, Hiawatha, Huron-Manistee and Ottawa.
Initially services included Phase I, II, and III investigations, generally awarded through single project solicitations. In 1998, the FS’s Lake
States Acquisition Team (LSAT), in coordination with Lake States Forests Heritage Program staffs, developed its first solicitation that
served as a multi-year blanket authority for soliciting a variety of cultural resource management tasks.
With multi-year Indefinite Delivery/Indefinite Quantity contracts, the Forest Heritage Program staff developed specifications for a
variety of cultural resource management functions that addressed the gamut of historic preservation requirements. Moving beyond
single-source Phase I survey or Phase II evaluation contracts, LSAT issued a multi-year contract that served to address National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 106 compliance projects and NHPA Section 110 stewardship projects. The initial Lake States ID/IQ
contract allowed Commonwealth to prepare proposals for a variety of cultural resource management activities. Presented in the ID/
IQ contracts, activities included Phase I survey, Phase II evaluation, Phase III data recovery, archaeological collections management,
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) nominations for both archaeological properties and architectural resources. This was a pivotal
moment, allowing Commonwealth staff to work directly with FS staff in conducting historic preservation activities.
Since the first solicitation in 1998, the LSAT ID/IQ contract was issued to Commonwealth because of there history with working on
previous contracts. Through these contracts, hundreds of thousands of acres of national forest lands in Michigan and Wisconsin were
surveyed (Phase I investigations), dozens of sites–both archaeological and architectural –evaluated to determine NRHP eligibility (Phase
II investigations), and several sites became the foci of archaeological data recovery (Phase III investigations). Commonwealth has
demonstrated success through completing the following ID/IQ contracts.
Butternut-Franklin Lakes NRHP Archaeological District
Beginning in 2000, Commonwealth worked directly with FS staff in conducting Phase II evaluations of selected archaeological sites within
the Butternut-Franklin lakes area of the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest (CNNF). Based on these studies, staff prepared an NRHP
archaeological district nomination for the district, leading to its placement on the NRHP in 2005. As a commitment to the importance of
the archaeological district, staff also published a summary of investigations that led to the nomination in 2018.
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Chequamegon-Nicolet NF Archaeological Collections Management
In 2003, the FS hired Commonwealth to assess its archaeological collections and prepare an archaeological collections management plan
in accord with 36 CFR 79. Staff prepared the plan and supervised FS ‘Passport in Time’ volunteers in implementing the plan, that included
plan in accord with 36 CFR 79. Staff prepared the plan and supervised FS ‘Passport in Time’ volunteers in implementing the plan, that
included cleaning, cataloging and accessioning all the artifacts from the CNNF’s archaeological sites.
Armstrong Creek Bridge NRHP Nomination
In 2007, as part of highway improvement and aquatic habitat restoration, the FS was required to move a historic bridge. Commonwealth
assisted by conducted a Phase II evaluation of the bridge and determined it to be NRHP eligible. Staff then prepared the NRHP nomination,
resulting in success with the Armstrong Bridge being placed on the NRHP in 2008. Furthermore, because of this documentation, it
allowed the bridge to be moved and retain its NRHP status. The bridge research that staff provided was instrumental in developing
interpretive media for the public located next to the new bridge.
Lake Owen NRHP Archaeological District
From 2006 through 2008, a series of task orders were issued through an ID/IQ contract for Commonwealth to work with FS staff in
conducting a series of Phase II evaluations of archaeological sites situated on the shores of Lake Owen within the CNNF. In 2011, based
on these studies, staff prepared an NRHP archaeological district nomination resulting in NRHP district listing.
Archibald Lake Mounds NRHP Archaeological Site
Between 2009 and 2010, Commonwealth worked with the FS staff and members of the Menominee Tribe of Wisconsin, to conduct a
Phase II evaluation of a late pre-contract horticultural village in the CNNF. As a result of this investigation, staff was able to prepare an
NRHP nomination enabling the site a place on the NRHP in 2011.
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